
Preservation Easement Program Policy Summary 
Introduction and Purpose 

The Colorado Historical Foundation (CHF) manages a Preservation Easement Program designed to protect 
historic buildings and cultural sites across Colorado in perpetuity. A preservation easement is a legal 
agreement between a property owner and CHF that protects a property’s historic character by limiting certain 
future changes. This policy provides guidance for program operations, easement acceptance, review, 
enforcement, and sustainability. 

Background and Program History 

CHF accepted its first easement in 1981 on Denver’s Daniels & Fisher Clock Tower. The program expanded with 
the creation of the State Historical Fund in 1990, which often requires preservation easements as grant 
conditions. In 2023, CHF became Colorado’s first certified historic easement-holding organization through the 
Colorado Division of Conservation.  

Qualification and Eligibility Criteria 

To qualify for an easement, a property must be historically significant and meet one or more designation 
criteria such as being listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the Colorado State Register. CHF 
evaluates property condition, ownership capacity, location, and historic integrity before acceptance. 

Fees and Endowment Contributions 

Easements are perpetual, so financial resources are required for long-term monitoring and enforcement. 
Fees include: 

- Application Fee: For eligibility and document review

- Negotiation Fee: Covers legal documentation and property assessments

- Endowment Contribution: Provides permanent funding for stewardship

Acceptance of Easements 

Applications undergo a multi-step review: 

1. Staff assesses eligibility and purpose
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2. Easement Committee reviews and votes to  recommend

3. Board votes to approve

4. Legal documents are negotiated and recorded

Standard Easement Documents 

Each easement includes: 

- Deed of Easement: Legal restrictions and obligations

- Present Conditions Report: Baseline photos and documentation of current condition

Alteration Requests 

Owners must obtain CHF approval before altering protected features. Alterations are reviewed based on SOI 
Standards. Complex projects may be reviewed by an Easement Design Review Panel. All decisions are 
documented for program records. 

Monitoring and Enforcement 

CHF conducts annual monitoring through site visits and reports. Owners are notified of violations and given 
time to resolve them. Serious violations may result in legal action or liens placed on the property for cost 
recovery. 

Legal Counsel and Consultants 

CHF may consult attorneys or preservation experts for negotiation, defense, and compliance matters. Costs 
may be covered by easement endowment funds or charged to the owner. 

Policy Review and Amendments 

The policy is reviewed every two years by the Easement Committee and updated as needed with Board 
approval. 

Conclusion 

CHF’s Preservation Easement Program is a long-term tool for protecting Colorado’s historic places. The 
policy ensures responsible stewardship, financial sustainability, and preservation integrity through clear 
guidelines for property owners, staff, and governing bodies. 




